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Background 

In a May 30, 2019 joint statement, the two sides negotiating peace for Afghanistan in the latest round of 
discussions during May 28-29, stated that they had "productive and constructive talks focusing on a 
possible ceasefire, the strengthening of the Islamic system and women's rights.” The statement further 
read “Both sides have had tremendous progress, but some issues require further discussions." A Taliban 
spokesman stated that there had been “spectacular progress” during this latest round of talks, including 
on such sticky issues as the withdrawal of international forces. Although details of this latest 
development are scarce, there are signs that both the Taliban and the United States remain committed 
to continuing their dialogue, which started sometime in late 2018. 
 
There are serious concerns about the transparency and accountability of these talks, which have 
consistently excluded representation from ordinary Afghans, as well as the Government of Afghanistan. 
The concerns center on worries that fundamental rights, particularly for women and ethnic and religious 
minorities, may be compromised in order to secure peace with the Taliban.  
 
There is little clarity on how fundamental rights of ordinary Afghans can be protected within the current 
framework for peace negotiations. While civil society has little or no influence over the current 
proceedings, it can make its voice heard and its concerns about protecting fundamental rights 
articulated.  
 
To this end, National Advocacy Committee for Public Policy (NAC-PP), with support from Afghanistan 
Public Policy Research Organization (APPRO) as its Secretariat, held an Open Forum on July 4, 2019 to 
discuss opinions, concerns and expectations of the current peace process with participation from 
various stakeholders.  
 
This brief is a summary of the highlights of the event.  
 

Presentation of research findings from “Fragility and Making Peace: Rights of Afghan Women 
and Peace with the Taliban” 
 
A presentation was made on the key findings from a study funded by Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and conducted by Afghanistan Public Policy Research 
Organization (APPRO), in six provinces (Kabul, Balkh, Herat, Kandahar, Nangarhar and Bamyan) in late 
2018 and early 2019. The full report is available here. 
 

Panel Discussion: Women and the Peace Process  
 
The following points were made by the panel discussants: 
 

 The majority of Afghan citizens want peace and are positive about any negotiations about peace as 
everyone is weary of the long war.  

 

 There are serious concerns about the manner in which the current peace talks have been held. The 
process is not inclusive and carries a high risk of compromises being made to the detriment of youth 
and women.  

 

http://appro.org.af/publication/fragility-and-making-peace-rights-of-afghan-women-and-peace-with-the-taliban/
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 Afghan women must have the right to actively and meaningfully participate, engage and take to 
account any decisions made about peace and their political, social and economic wellbeing. 

 

 The current peace talks must address women’s rights in specific terms, rather than generalizations 
based on personal views and prejudice. It has been said that women's rights will be respected within 
the Islamic framework that has not yet been articulated. 

 

 Peace with the Taliban will not mean a permanent peace in Afghanistan as there are other armed 
groups such as ISIS that threaten the security of Afghanistan and the lives of citizens. 

 

 To the extent possible, the current negotiations for peace with the Taliban must address, and come 
to an agreement on, protecting the lives of ordinary citizens. The Taliban must commit to not using 
attacks on ordinary civilians as a part of their war with the Afghan security forces. Afghan security 
forces must commit to not attacking whole communities on the grounds that the Taliban are 
present in those communities. 

 

 Afghan civils society and its organizations must intensify their efforts to advocate for the inclusion of 
women and youth in the peace negotiations. 

 

 The Afghan Constitution is based on the rights of ordinary citizens as men, women and youth and 
consistent with Sharia provisions. As such, all rights-related elements of the Constitution must be 
protected at all stages during the peace negotiations with the Taliban. 
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 The exclusion of the Afghan government from the ongoing peace talks reduces the legitimacy of any 
peace settlement negotiated with the Taliban.  

 

 During the negotiations, both sides must speak to the alleged atrocities committed in aftermath of 
the two times that Kunduz was lost to the armed opposition. No attempt has been made by anyone 
to investigate these allegations which include physical violence, rape and kidnapping of women by 
the armed opposition.  

 

 Given the negative experience of many Afghans with the Taliban’s rule when in power, the Taliban 
must feel compelled to speak to the worries of ordinary citizens about a possible return to the style 
of government during the 1996-2001 period. To embrace the presence of the Taliban in government 
and society at large, ordinary citizens need assurances from the Taliban that the sovereignty of 
individuals within the rule of the Constitution and law remains intact.   

 

 Although the parties involved in the current peace talks believe that the Taliban views have changed 
in terms of women rights, additional assurances and commitments are needed by the Taliban about 
the protection of the basic rights of the citizens. 

 

 If we divide achieving peace in three parts as peace speaking, peace building and peacekeeping, the 
rights of the ordinary citizens and particularly the rights of women and youth must be inseparable 
components in all three stages. 

 

 To understand the style of governing by the Taliban, attention must be paid to areas of Afghanistan 
where the Taliban have been in full control for some time. Discussion of rights-related issues in 
these areas, particularly as they pertain to the rights of women and youth, should become a part of 
the current peace negotiations. 

 

 Globally, the vast majority of peace accords where women have had a prominent role are more 
sustainable than those that have had little or no presence of women. Examples of peace accords 
involving significant roles of women are Northern Ireland and Colombia. 

 

Panel Discussion: Youth and the Peace Process  
 
The following points were made by the panel discussants: 
 

 The main discourse regarding youth should be about what is gained and what is lost as a result of a 
peace settlement. The Taliban have rural territory in various places in Afghanistan and youth also 
live in these territories. In terms of gains and losses, youth currently living under Taliban rule will 
gain more freedom while youth living in cities and rural areas under government rule will lose some 
of their rights and freedoms. 

 

 To reach peace, the approach to reaching a settlement must not be based on a zero-sum game 
where one side loses and the other side wins. The settlement must be, by definition, a compromised 
solution acceptable to both sides. A peace negotiated based on a win-win solution is more likely to 
be sustainable in the long run. 
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 Most of the discussion about peace among the urban population, particularly among the young and 
the educated, is based on assumptions that may prove to be false as the research by APPRO has 
shown. What rural and urban populations think of each other is very likely to be based on ignorance 
and incorrect assumptions. 

 

 To ensure lasting peace, peace negotiations must be inclusive to the extent that rural and urban 
views are represented. Also, the presence and active engagement of rural and urban stakeholders in 
the peace process can remove stereotypes and false assumptions. 

 

 
 

 The current peace process is incomplete because it does not address such key questions as 
organized crime, criminal violence such as theft, robbery, kidnapping and mugging, corruption, 
human trafficking, arms smuggling, and the drugs trade. 

 

 Alienated Afghan youth is currently going to battlefield not only in Afghanistan but elsewhere 
including Syria. Younger Afghans are also fighting and killing each other in domestic battlefields as 
soldiers and Taliban fighters.  

 

 It is not possible to have peace within a few months in a country which has been in continuous 
conflicts for 40 years. For having a lasting peace there is a need for serious discussion with the 
involvement of all parties. 

 

 The people of Afghanistan and especially the youth have lived with war, understand it, and analyze 
it. But, it is difficult for most people to envisage peace and analyze what it takes to attain peace as 
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they have never experienced it. The younger generation in particular needs to learn how peace can 
be made and maintained. 

 

 Afghans between the ages of 18 and 35 years are more worried about the outcome of peace 
negotiations than other age groups. Women are more worried about a settlement with the Taliban 
than men. People in Bamyan are more worried about a peace with the Taliban than people in 
Kandahar. These facts show that views about, and expectations of, what peace will bring are 
different from community to community, age group to age group, and between men and women 
throughout the country. 

 


