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Introduction 

On September 12 2019, the National Advocacy Committee for Public Policy (NAC-PP) held its third 
General Assembly meeting. The main objective of the meeting was to review and finalize NAC-PP’s new 
constitutions and elect NAC-PP’s chair and deputy chair. The event was organized by Afghanistan Public 
Policy Research Organization (APPRO), Secretariat for NAC-PP. The event was sequenced as follows: 
 
1. Presentations on preliminary findings of research paper on Women in Election 
2. Presentation on preliminary findings of research paper on Post-Conflict Trauma, Fear of Authority 

and Petty Corruption 
3. Presentation on activities, achievements, challenges and opportunities of NAC-PP since its relaunch 

on October 2017   
4. Reviewing and finalizing NAC-PP’s new constitution  
5. Electing Chair and Deputy Chair of NAC-PP  
6. Appointing new members to APPRO’s Board of Trustees 

1. Presentation on Preliminary Findings from Research on Women and Elections 

The presentation on women and elections in Afghanistan was based on preliminary findings from seven 
provinces (Kabul, Balkh, Bamyan, Herat, Kandahar, Nangarhar, Samangan) with 2,476 respondents 
including 1,215 women and 1,261 men, 85% of the respondents from provincial centers and 15%  from 
contested districts.  
 

 
 
Key trends in the findings were presented as follows. 
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 A majority of the respondents intended to vote in the upcoming elections – more in provincial 
centers than districts, and more men than women. 

 A majority considers elections should be held no matter what.  

 A minority considers peace negotiations and security threats to voters as main factors for 
postponing elections. 

 Women are more concerned than men about insecurity during elections. 

 The primary role of civil society in elections is seen as educating voters about electoral processes 
and the right to vote. 

 Willingness of a candidate to make peace with Taliban is a positive characteristic, more among men 
than women. 

 
The full report of the research paper on Women in Election will be shared soon through APPRO’s 
website:  www.appro.org.af  

2. Presentation on Preliminary Findings from Research on Post-Conflict Trauma, 
Fear of Authority and Petty Corruption 

This research was carried out in Kabul. The findings were based on interviews with 95 respondents from 
government institutions, civil society organizations, lane drivers, street vendors and shopkeepers.  

 

The key trends and specific findings are as follows. 
 

 Afghanistan continues to be ranked high / highest among countries with pervasive corruption in 
service delivery. 
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 Conflict, insecurity, and all forms of lawlessness for the last 40 years make a major contribution to 
endemic corruption in Afghanistan. 

 Different regimes prior to 2001 have all used fear as an instrument of governance. 

 Exposure to conflict and the resulting trauma are likely to continue long after conflict ends.  

 The vast majority of citizens tends to minimize interactions with authority, rarely challenges 
authority, and rarely demands its constitutional rights. Most citizens fear subsequent retaliation and 
further abuse by authorities if abuse by authority is resisted, confronted or reported 

 Street vendors complain about extortive behavior of police – despite the municipality having 
allocated spaces for street vendors; police officers and their middlemen force street vendors to pay 
100 Afs per day (approximately one sixth of daily income). The daily amount of bribe depends on the 
goods a street vendor is selling.  

 Shopkeepers complain about abusive behavior and extortion by Ministry of Finance tax inspectors / 
collectors who intentionally overcalculate taxes owed as the means to encourage “joramadan”, or 
coming to an arrangement. 

 Vehicle Drivers are faced with abusive and extortive behavior by the Traffic Police. 
 
The full report of research paper on Post-Conflict Trauma, Fear of Authority and Petty Corruption will be 
shared soon on APPRO’s website: www.appro.org.af   

3. Presentation on NAC-PP’s Activities, Achievements, Challenges and 
Opportunities Since Relaunch in October 2017 

The Secretariat of NAC-PP presented the activities, achievements, challenges and opportunities of NAC-
PP since its relaunch in October 2017. The presentation emphasized that NAC-PP does not belong to any 
one or a group of organizations and that since inception NAC-PP has remained active based on 
voluntary, non-monetary contributions of its members. The presentation also emphasized that since 
October 2017, the bulk of NAC-PP’s organizational responsibilities had been carried out by APPRO as the 
Secretariat. 
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The Chair of NAC-PP pointed out that the success of NAC-PP in the past two years is owed, largely, to the 
voluntary contribution of its members. 

4. Review and Finalization of NAC-PP’s New Constitution  

Each article of NAC-PP’s new constitution was reviewed and discussed in detail by the members present. 
The new constitution was approved in principle by a majority vote with a single change in Section 4, 
Article 9 to have a Chair and Deputy Chair as part the governing body instead of two Co-chairs. The 
suggested changes were noted down by the Secretariat, to be incorporated in the revised new 
constitution and to be shared with NAC-PP members. 
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5. Election of Chair and Deputy Chair of NAC-PP  

In the final part of the program, NAC-PP members proceeded to elect a Chair and a Deputy for NAC-PP.  
 
Three candidates competed for the Chair position: 

1. Ali Farhang, Naweed Naw Organization 
2. Qais Zaher, Third Way Social Organization  
3. Mohmmad Ahangaran, Afghan Youth New Era Organization  

 
Two candidates competed for the Deputy Chair position:  

1. Ehsanullah Niazi, Afghan Cultural Association   
2. Sakina Sakhi, Support for Vulnerable People Organization  
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Mr. Ali Farhang was elected as Chairperson and Ms. Sakina Sakhi was elected as Deputy Chair of NAC-PP 
by majority votes from the participants.  
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6. Appointing new members to APPRO’s Board of Trustees 

As has been the practice, elected heads of NAC-PP are also appointed to APPRO’s Board of Trustees. The 
announcement about Mr. Ali Farhang being appointed to APPRO’s Board of Trustees was made by Mr. 
Ahmad Shaheer Anil, APPRO’s Executive Director. The appointment is effective immediately and is to be 
confirmed formally in a letter of appointment from Ahmad Shaheer Anil to Ali Farhang. 
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