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Introduction  

The General Assembly of the United nations adopted the United Nations convention against corruption 

on October 31, 2003 and marked December 9 as International day of Anti-Corruption to raise awareness 

of corruption and the role of Convention in fighting and preventing it. 

To this end, Afghanistan Public Policy Research Organization (APPRO), as the Secretariat of National 

Advocacy Committee for Public Policy (NAC-PP) with financial support of UNDP and Royal Danish 

Embassy in Kabul, celebrated International Anti-corruption Day in Balkh, Faryab and Badakhshan 

provinces on December 6, 7 and 8, 2020 respectively. The aim of these events was to raise public 

awareness about corruption and the ways in which local government institutions, civil society, private 

sector entities, media and religious leaders can contribute to curbing corruption in their respective 

provinces.   

Summary of Keynote Speeches  

The keynote speeches in target provinces were delivered by representatives from Provincial Governor 

Office (PGO) and civil society in each province. There was general consensus among government officials 

that corruption has undermined the ability of subnational government authorities in carrying out 

equitable service delivery to the general population. At the same time, there has been renewed interest 

and political will demonstrated by reforms initiated by Provincial Governors recently in the Badakhshan, 

Balkh and Faryab provinces.    

Civil society representatives pointed to systematic administrative corruption and the need for a holistic 

approach to fight corruption led by the government and supported by civil society and local 

communities. There are remaining concerns regarding the influence of local power holders in local 

affairs, nepotism, clientelism, and lack of accountability of public officials – all of which contribute to 

sustaining corruption.  are among the key drivers sustaining corruption in the three provinces.  

Government Representatives  

Mr. Farhang Farhang, Sectoral Director in Balkh’s Provincial Governor’s Office delivered the keynote 

speech in Balkh on December 6. He noted that weak rule of law, conflict, inadequate access to 

information and overtly bureaucratic processes in service delivery continue to undermine efforts to 

combat corruption in Afghanistan and more specifically in Balkh. Demands by civil society for more 

transparency and accountability are strengthening relations between the Governor’s Office and civil 

society, particularly in recruitment processes of teachers and public officials.  

Mr. Farhang called for the development of a social contract between the provincial government 

authorities and the people so that local authorities are accountable to the people and people do 

everything within their means to resist engaging in corruption.  

The keynote speaker from Faryab province, Governor Naqibullah Faiq, stated that for the last 19 years 

corruption has become pervasive in Faryab province and it is almost entrenched in government 

appointments and buying and selling of government property. The Governor added that recent reforms 
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in Directorate of Disabled and Martyrs by the new provincial administration had been a key step forward 

in the fight against corruption.  

The keynote speech in Badakhshan was delivered by Doctor Anisa Gul Akhgar, Advisor and Director of 

Gender in the Governor’s Office. Dr. Akhgar noted that curbing corruption is collective duty of both local 

authorities and people. She also stated that instead of criticizing and pointing fingers to the government, 

civil society and people needed to partner the Governor’s Office in resolving problems that everyone 

faces in Badakhshan. She ended her keynote speech by reaffirming the provincial government’s 

commitment to prosecute the corrupt and institute a culture of integrity in Badakhshan.  

Civil Society Representatives  

Mr. Hameed Safowat, head of Balkh Civil Society Network and Lecturer at Balkh University stated that 

people in Balkh are of the perception that local government is confined to the government buildings and 

that government service delivery faces multiple challenges due to corruption. He further stated that 

despite a strong legal framework to fight corruption, weak rule of law and a culture of impunity hamper 

the enforcement of these laws. He concluded by stating that civil society must mobilize and play a 

leading role in fighting corruption within the legal framework.  

Mr. Zain-ul Abideen Abedi, Head of Civil Society Network in Faryab, agreed with Faryab Governor’s 

points and committed to working with the Governor’s Office to increase transparency in the recruitment 

of public officials in Directorate of Disabled and Martyrs.  

Mr. Abdul Baser Waseeq representing Network of Civil Society Organizations in Badakhshan expressed 

concerns about the lack of political will to fight corruption. The key drivers of corruption in Badakhshan, 

according to Mr. Waseeq, are insecurity, clientelism, favoritism and corruption in the government 

recruitment process, abuse of power and impunity of local influential people. The government’s 

accountability is decreasing and, for the last two years, the government has refused disclosing 

information on government budgeting and expenditure to civil society. Also, civil society representatives 

have, on various occasions, submitted proposals on improving security, good governance and protection 

of the environment but there has been no response from government officials.  

Recommendations  

The following recommendations were made by the participants during group work sessions in the three 

provinces. Each work group consisted of local government officials, civil society members, private 

sector, Ulema and media.  

Balkh  

 Increase public officials’ salaries to match up-to-date civil service grading system.  

 Initiate joint awareness raising programs for government officials and civil society on anti-
corruption, access to information and public accountability. 

 Provide opportunities for youth to work in the government. 

 Strengthen rule of law and demonstrate the government’s commitment by putting the corrupt 
on trial.  

 Increase coordination among civil society, religious leaders and local communities in the fight 
against corruption  
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 Educate youth on anti-corruption by incorporating fighting corruption in school curricula. 

 Adopt international standards and measures for supporting corporate social responsibility and 
responsible business practices in Afghanistan.  

 Establishing a mechanism for rewarding businesses who are complicit in corporate social 
responsibility and fighting corruption 

Faryab  

 Make the recruitment processes transparent and hire individuals based on merit and 
competence.  

 Enhance security and strengthen rule of law. 

 Establish a mechanism to determine the role of religious leaders in initiating awareness raising 
campaigns about the religious duty to fight corruption. 

 Support the activities of monitoring organizations in curbing corruption 
 

Badakhshan 
 

 Strengthen external performance monitoring of local government authorities by civil society. 

 Civil society needs to initiate advocacy campaigns to hold government institutions accountable 
to the citizens.  

 Conduct research and monitoring of service delivery to inform policy making by local officials. 

 Create incentives for private sector to collaborate in the fight against corruption. 

 Make public procurement and bidding processes competitive and transparent. 

 Initiate training and capacity building programs for private sector on anti-corruption and 
corporate social responsibility.  

 Establish professional, advisory and supervisory boards at the provincial level for enhancing the 
development of economic programs in Badakhshan. 

 


